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ABSTRACT 



This report, based on the recommendations of a 
committee of the Illinois Classical Conference and intended to 
improve articulation, discusses the basic elements of each of the 
first three levels of foreign language learning. Desired student 
performance at the completion of levels 1, 2, and 3 of Latin is 
enumerated for reading, listening comprehension, oral response, 
writing, grammar, culture, and word study and derivation. Suggested 
basic grammatical items for levels 1 and 2 are specified. The names 
of the committee members and the members of the Advisory Committee of 
the Illinois Classical Conference are also included. For related 
documents see ED 033 640, ED 033 641, ED 033 642, and EL 002 0^8. (WB) 
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INTRODUCTION 



The confusion which has resulted in Illinois from the lack of sound 
articulation in foreign language programs made obvious the need for 
more meaningful dialogue among foreign language teachers at all levels 
of learning. For this reason the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction sponsored a two-day meeting at Bloomington in April 1969, 
which was called "A Conference for the Improvement of Foreign Language 
Articulation." Because Latin was not included in the Bloomington 
Conference, the Illinois Classical Conference was asked to appoint a 
committee to develop guidelines for Latin that would be similar to 
those established in French, Spanish, and German. 

These meetings attempted to resolve many questions that have been raised 
by Illinois teachers concerning the difference between a "level" of 
learning and a "year" of learning. The solution to this problem is 
of the utmost importance if well-articulated programs are to be developed. 
Classroom teachers agree that it is often unrealistic to expect students 
to master the skills of one "level" In one academic year because of the • 
tremendous variations in materials used, teacher competency and method- 
ology, class size, length of period, and student abilities. Foreign 
language supervisors In the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction concur with the classroom teachers that only by defining 
language learning in terms of levels, which will remain constant regard- 
less of the length of time required for a student to achieve proficiency, 
can sound articulation be achieved. The Guidelines became an actuality 
because this Office wanted an explanation of levels which would reflect 
not only the opinions of State Foreign Language Supervisors but also 
the professional viewpoints of a statewide group of high school teachers 
and college professors. (See Appendix for list of participants and their 
addresses.) - 

The task of these teachers was to discuss and agree upon what should be 
the basic elements in each "level" of learning. They stressed the fact 
that most students will need a three-year sequence in high school to 
complete the requirements for the first two levels . Classroom teachers 
must explain this to their students and also assume the responsibility 
of discussing this matter with administrators and counselors. . Those 
responsible for student programs in the secondary schools should clearly 
understand that students who have not successfully completed two foreign 
language "levels" of learning will be severely handicapped in their first 
college course. (Students who complete only two "years" in high school 
will receive credit toward graduation, of course, but they should be 
warned that they will usually lack many of the necessary skills that are 
needed in Level 111 courses in college.) 



O 

ERIC 



